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St John’s (Kingsdown) Village Hall, Upper Street, Kingsdown, Deal, CT14 8BJ 

Charity Number 302777 
 

Ordinary Meeting of Trustees on Wednesday 22
nd

 May 2019 

 
1. Record of members present 

Mr Nick Hansom  (Chair)  Village Representative (NH) 

Mr Simon Longland (Treasurer)  Table Tennis Representative (SL) 

Mrs Jane Banks (Secretary)  Village Representative (JB) 

Mrs Linda Dalton   WI representative (LD) 

Mr Ian Stephen (H+S)  Parochial Church Council Representative (IS) 

 

2. Apologies 

Apologies and resignation had been received from Mrs Mariya Deschamps (MD), the PC Representative today. 

MD informed JB that the new PC representative is Cllr Richard Siddans. JB will contact RS. ACTION JB 

 

3. Minutes of previous meeting on 24
th

 April 2019 

SL proposed the minutes as a true record, seconded by LD and agreed. NH signed the minutes 

 

4. Matters Arising 
The bag of rock salt has been removed. 

JB confirmed that DDC charge for the removal of rubbish (hence asking users to remove their own). 

SL will arrange the installation of the projector and screen 24
th

 to 26
th

 July.   ACTION SL 

 
5. Treasurer’s Report  

Our bank balance is £31,198.67, which includes £10,000 funds reserved for emergencies, and £18,000 reserved 

for the proposed redesign of the kitchen and toilet area once preschool leave. 

 

SL had submitted our accounts to the Charity Commission. 

Still to pay is £57.81 electric. 

Preschool’s cheque for term 6 had been paid in today (£2017.13), along with a donation of £10 for the loan of 

two tables for the garage safari, and a donation of £65 from Kingsdown Rocks from the garage safari. 

It was noted that the hall was hired for a charity function (and not Kingsdown Rocks) for the garage safari. Extra 

cleaning was required at additional cost which had to be arranged following the busy weekend. 

 

Gary Groombridge had fitted two 12V batteries in the fire alarm, which seems to have cured the reported fault. 

JB will send SL the missing payment details.     ACTION JB 

 

6. Reports from User Groups 

WI – LD said the group’s last meeting was held in Kingsdown, with no reported problems. 

Table Tennis – SL reported the group had increased their hours on a Tuesday from 5.30pm to 9pm, which are 

proving successful. SL commented that the members move one of the fire extinguishers whilst they are playing 

to avoid colliding with it. He will remind them to replace it after the end of their sessions.  ACTION SL  

PCC – IS reported a successful day at the garage safari. 

PC – no report received. 

 

7. Communications, comments and bookings 

Legionnella Risk Assessment - Preschool had asked the Trustees to investigate this – see item 9. 

JB confirmed that a regular pilates class will start from 5
th

 June on Wednesdays from 7-8pm. SL commented 

that the class is full. He hoped another one will be offered.  

NH has changed the key safe code. JB has informed our cleaner. 

SL asked us all to use the ‘treasurer@kingsdownvillagehall.org.uk’ email address when contacting him. 

 

8. Fire Escape 

NH had sent Jason Oliver (JO) yet another email, confirming a conversation he had had with him recently. The 

requested response had not been received. JO had asked us to remove the reference to ownership of the fence, 

but include the wish that the hall maintains it. JO has said that he intends to grant a lease with maintenance 

obligations, including the fence. 

We have a duty of care to hall users, and at present we are ‘in limbo’ as we cannot insure the fire escape until/if 

JO and his father agree the wording suggested by our insurance company. We therefore cannot use the fire 
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escape (unless of course in case of an emergency). NH will draft a letter from the Trustees to DDC underlining 

this fact. Once agreed, all Trustees will sign the letter.                  ACTION NH 

 

9. Fire, Health and Safety 

The fire extinguisher in the kitchen does not have a bracket, so it is placed on the floor. 

IS thanked SL for his help with the fire alarm. SL will put a notice on the box - DO NOT TOUCH. IF THE 

ALARM SOUNDS’ with a contact number.        ACTION SL 

JB to add this to our hire conditions and/or booking form.      ACTION JB 

A smoke test was successfully undertaken recently. 

IS checked the first aid box contents. 

Chairs – the number of chairs in each stack changed after each use. We have a notice advising extreme caution. 

 

Legionnella Risk Assessment  

The hall has a Legionnella Risk Assessment dated 9
th

 December 2009, which identified no risk/very low risk on 

the premises. No significant changes have been made since that date. 

We have recently received information from ACRE (see records), and JB had researched a company, 

www.nantltd.co.uk who carry out inspections if the Trustees decide we need to employ anyone (cost ~ £250). 

 

SL commented that Legionaire’s disease is caused by legionella bacteria which flourish in shower heads, air 

conditioning systems, and unused water outlets etc at temperatures of 20
o
C to 50

o
C. 

We do not have any showers; we have a ‘combi’ boiler using mains chlorinated water (i.e. no hot water 

cylinders or tanks) and all our water outlets, sinks and taps are in constant use. 

We have a closed central heating system. 

The bacteria are killed at temperatures more than 60
o
C – our boiler heats water to at least this temperature. 

We therefore agreed that there is a very low chance on our premises that we have any of the conditions in which 

the legionella bacteria can grow or flourish, and that there is no need to employ anyone as we felt we were 

capable of identifying this risk. 

It was considered by all present that we need to add these facts to our Health and safety Risk Assessment, and 

will review and re-assess the risk if anything changes. 

JB will send preschool this information and IS will update our risk assessments.     ACTION IS and JB 

 

10. Maintenance Issues 

A note in the ‘pink book’ identified a problem with the picket fence to the left of the gate (going in). This will 

be mended ASAP.               ACTION 

SL kindly offered to paint the skirting board during the school holidays. JB informed SL that the hall was free 

from 3.30pm on Friday 24
th

 May to 5.30pm on Tuesday 28
th

 May.    ACTION SL 

 

Main lobby – the lobby walls and ceiling run with water in cold weather. 

NH will ask Mike Glavin for his advice.                                ACTION NH 

We may need a humidifier with external plumbing - SL commented these were very effective and cost ~ £200. 

The window above the stairs could be fitted with secondary glazing. 

ACTION will be discussed at our next meeting. 

 

11. Any Other Business 

Holiday Park Trees – JB had received notification from larissa.smith@treecraft.co.uk that the trees will be cut 

back to a distance of 5 metres clearance from the apex of the hall and 6 metres from the flat roof on Friday 

7th June 2019 (JN 8464). JB had informed preschool. 

Building Rubbish at rear of hall – needs removing (budget <£250)    ACTION JB 

 

SL has treated the weeds under the heavy metal grill in front of the hall with weed killer. 

Ian Williams (Heritage and Addleham History Society) had contacted JB regarding opening the hall for this 

event in September. It was decided to open the hall on Saturday 14
th

 September from 10m to 4pm. We will use 

our new projector to show DVDs, photos and audio clips, along with our display of history, and refreshments. 

SL suggested we contact the Conservation Group. 

 

Travelling Players – JB had been contacted by www.mrpummel.co.uk (07976 746 222) about a performance in 

the hall in July or August. It was decided not to pursue this offer as it was felt our hall was not big enough. 

 

12. Date of Next Meeting –(provisionally) 26
th

 June 2019 at 7.30pm in the lower hall 

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.45pm. 

http://www.nantltd.co.uk/
mailto:larissa.smith@treecraft.co.uk
http://www.mrpummel.co.uk/

